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1Student survivors of sex-
ual assault may find them-
selves wrapped in red tape 
if they choose to seek justice 
by reporting their assault to 
the University.
Because of UT’s interpretation 
of state and federal statutes on the 
privacy of student records, UT 
will not inform students sexually 
assaulted by another student if 
their alleged perpetrator has been 
reported for other instances of as-
sault on campus and will not pro-
vide records on the status of a UT 
investigation to either party until 
its completion.
The Daily Texan published 
two opinion columns on these 
and other UT policies last 
month. A UT alumna and ad-
ministrative researcher wrote 
about policies that frustrate and 
inhibit support for student sur-
vivors at UT. A member of UT’s 
Voices Against Violence wrote 
in response to alert students to 
the resources that are available 
to assault survivors.
In the first column, Katelyn 
Sack said the University fails to 
provide a community of trust 
for survivors by denying them 
access to investigation records 
and valuable information about 
their reporting options.
Sack is a writer and political 
scientist at the University of Vir-
ginia researching administrative 
decision-making. She worked at 
the U.Va. Women’s Center from 
2002 to 2004 and has had addi-
tional advocacy experience as a 
volunteer and teacher.
“Shame often keeps survivors 
silent,” Sack stated in her col-
umn. “But the shame belongs to 
UT for its inadequate response 
to rape. UT’s moral imperative 
to assist injured students should 
be even more obvious when stu-
dents are injured by other mem-
bers of the same community of 
trust, but here the University 
has dropped the ball.”
According to the U.S. De-
partment of Justice, close to 44 
percent of sexual assault survi-
vors nationwide choose not to 
report or seek legal solutions. 
In all investigations, the Uni-
versity’s interpretation of the 
Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act, FERPA, legally re-
stricts the University from releas-
ing records related to an investi-
gation to students, including the 
students involved in the case.
Jeffery Graves, Associate 
Vice President for Legal Af-
fairs, said the University’s 
policy was mandated by fed-
eral guidelines and not up to an 
individual interpretation.
“There is nothing ambigu-
ous about FERPA in this re-
gard and thus nothing to 
interpret,” Graves said. “The 
disclosure may only include the 
final results of the disciplinary 
Three months after an-
nouncing intentions to 
place a Daily Texan news 
box in front of the Belo 
Center for New Media, 
the College of Commu-
nication is now saying it 
hopes to install specially 
designed and built boxes 
by January.
College of Communica-
tion spokesperson Laura 
Byerley said the college 
accepted three bids and 
will pick a contractor to 
construct the box next 
week. Normally Texas Stu-
dent Media, the entity that 
owns The Daily Texan, 
provides boxes to loca-
tions free of charge.
“We’re hoping they’ll be 
installed by the first day 
of school in the spring 
semester,” Byerley said. 
“The news boxes are be-
ing designed. There isn’t 
anything new to report at 
this time.”
In September, Wanda 
Cash, the assistant director 
of the School of Journal-
ism, asked college officials 
for a Daily Texan news box 
in front of UT’s newest 
building. Assistant dean 
Janice Daman told Cash it 
was the College of Com-
munication’s policy to not 
have any news boxes, sig-
nage or paper in front of 
or in the Belo Center for 
New Media, the building 
that hosts the journalism 
school, for environmen-
The search is on for a new 
University of Texas Police De-
partment chief after the cur-
rent chief, Robert Dahlstrom, 
announced he will retire 
this May. 
Bob Harkins, associate 
vice president for campus 
safety and security, said the 
A bill filed for the upcoming 
legislative session could stan-
dardize the process for students 
transferring between Texas col-
leges and universities.
The bill, filed by state Rep. 
Dan Branch, R-Dallas, would 
create a statewide transfer com-
pact program between institu-
tions of higher education to 
facilitate the process of trans-
ferring coursework to count 
toward a degree.
Currently, institutions main-
tain specific transfer agree-
ments that are not uniform 
across the state.
Two years ago, the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinat-
ing Board, which oversees the 
state’s higher education insti-
tutions, launched the Tuning 
Texas project, a similar initia-
tive. Tuning Texas is a volun-
tary transfer compact program 
between some community col-
leges and universities.
Similar to Branch’s proposal, 
the project designates univer-
sal courses framed around 
objectives identified by faculty 
from universities and com-
munity colleges. The compact 
requires participating institu-
tions to apply all courses desig-
nated by the compact toward a 
student’s degree.
Branch’s bill would imple-
ment these statewide transfer 
compacts as mandatory for 
all institutions and require the 
development of transfer com-
pacts for all other majors by 
May 31, 2014.
THECB spokesperson 
Dominic Chavez said it has 
been difficult to get all univer-
sities to sign off on standard-
ized compact agreements — a 
debate that could occur during 
the legislative session.
“Ultimately, the only way 
this is going to work is if ev-
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Colt McCoy, who served as an honorary captain before Texas’ win over Iowa State last month, went 45-7 as a starting quarter-
back for the Longhorns. He’s currently backing up rookie Brandon Weeden as a member of the Cleveland Browns. 
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Chief of UTPD Robert Dahlstrom will be retiring in May after 
serving as head of the department for seven years. 
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Informal Classes
Registration is now open 
for spring informal classes 
offered by the University. 
UT admission is not 
required and registration 
is available online. Classes 
range from free to $365 for 
a certificate course; the 
average is $76.
Food-for-Fines
The University libraries 
will be waiving $5 fines per 
item of nonperishable food 
brought in as part of their 
Food-for-Fines program. 
Contributions can be made 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in  
PCL 2.122 and other  
library locations.
Harps-a-Playing
The UT Harp Ensemble 
presents a noon-hour 
performance of holiday 
music, from noon to 1 p.m. 
in the Fine Arts Library 
(DFA 2.204).
TODAY
APD etching
The Austin Police 
Department will offer free 
VIN etching on vehicles 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
the HEB store on 7112 Ed 
Bluestein Blvd.
2A state Senate bill, which 
aims to alter the amount of 
funds distributed through 
a state program intended to 
establish the next major na-
tional research university in 
Texas, would not immediate-
ly affect the four UT System 
schools designated as emerg-
ing research institutions.
The bill, introduced by 
state Sen. Judith Zaffirini, 
D-Laredo, aims to allow 
more Texas universities 
that qualify as emerging 
research institutions to 
also qualify as recipients 
of the National Research 
University Fund. The 
state-created fund aims to 
support emerging research 
universities to help them 
gain national recognition 
with the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating 
Board, determining which 
universities qualify. 
Earlier this year, Texas 
State University joined 
seven other institutions 
that qualify as emerg-
ing research universities: 
UT-Arlington, UT-Dallas, 
UT-El Paso, UT-San Anto-
nio, Texas Tech University, 
University of Houston and 
University of North Texas. 
If the bill passes, Texas 
State will be included in 
the list of universities that 
may receive money from 
the fund if it spends $45 
million on research and 
also meet other criteria.
The bill would amend 
the Texas Education Code 
to allow any emerging re-
search university to receive 
funds if it meets additional 
criteria, instead of limiting 
the fund to the seven insti-
tutions considered for the 
fund when it was created.
Of the emerging re-
search institutions, Texas 
Tech University and Uni-
versity of Houston are 
the only two that meet 
standards set by the Tex-
as Legislature that allow 
them to receive funds. The 
National Research Uni-
versity Fund was valued at 
$587 million as of Decem-
ber 2011, and up to 7 per-
cent of the total value may 
be divided equally between 
universities included for 
consideration in the fund 
and distributed annually 
to those that qualify.
UT-Arlington, UT-Dal-
las, UT-El Paso and UT-
San Antonio do not meet 
the criteria necessary to 
qualify for the fund, ac-
cording to the coordinat-
ing board’s February re-
port regarding eligibility 
for the fund.
Joe Izbrand, UTSA chief 
communications officer, said 
the university currently has 
$38 million of the $45 mil-
lion in research funds and is 
working to meet the coordi-
nating board’s criteria.
“While UTSA is very 
well-positioned on a num-
ber of those criteria, in-
cluding institutional rec-
ognition and number of 
graduate programs, we are 
still on the road to meeting 
all the criteria necessary,” 
Izbrand said.
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University is putting together 
a search committee to look 
for Dahlstrom’s replace-
ment. Dahlstrom has served 
as UTPD chief since March 
2006 and was with the Austin 
Police Department in mul-
tiple positions for 28 years 
before that.
Dahlstrom said he has 
been on-call with his work 
since the early 1990s, when 
he became a part of APD’s 
SWAT team. He said he is 
looking forward to relaxing 
in his retirement and spend-
ing more time with his family. 
His wife retired in May, and 
he has two married children 
who are both Texas A&M 
alumni and two grandchil-
dren, who are two and six. 
He said he and his wife 
have special plans for after 
his retirement. 
“We made a bucket list to-
gether,” Dahlstrom said. “My 
wife and I really want to travel 
the U.S., all 50 states, and see 
all 254 county courthouses 
in Texas.” 
Dahlstrom said he and his 
wife are fascinated by nature, 
Texas and U.S. history. Their 
planned stops during their 
travels around the U.S. will 
include Yellowstone National 
Park in Wyoming and the 
USS Arizona Memorial at 
Pearl Harbor in Honolulu, 
Hawaii. He said his time at 
the department has meant 
a lot of hard work and some 
difficult times, most notably 
Sept. 28, 2010, when a stu-
dent fired shots outside the 
Perry-Castañeda Library and 
later died by suicide. 
“That was definitely 
the most stressful day,” 
Dahlstrom said. 
He said, however, the good 
days have greatly outweighed 
the bad, and he will miss 
many things about his job. 
“I think the people are 
what I will miss most,” 
Dahlstrom said. 
Harkins said Dahlstrom 
has helped the department 
strengthen relations with 
neighboring departments, 
overseen multiple UTPD ac-
creditations and led the way 
on many UTPD initiatives 
including the Citizen Police 
Academy. The academy aims 
to give the public a better un-
derstanding of UTPD.
“He is a rare individual,” 
Harkins said. “He cares about 
people. He has got a tremen-
dous capacity to outreach and 
to find solutions to problems.”
Dahlstrom has been recog-
nized for his work dozens of 
times throughout his career 
through awards including the 
Austin National Association 
for the Advancement of Col-
ored People Professional Ser-
vice Award, the “Peacemaker 
of the Year” award from the 
Dispute Resolution Center of 
Texas and the 2012 Chief of 
the Year award from the Uni-
versity of Texas System.
tal concerns. The building 
is striving for the “silver 
certification” from U.S. 
Green Building Council’s 
Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design.
An article about this pol-
icy appeared in The Daily 
Texan, and following pub-
lic outcry from media and 
former Daily Texan editors, 
the College of Communi-
cation reversed its deci-
sion. At the time, College 
of Communication dean 
Roderick Hart said it was 
never the intention of the 
college to ban the boxes.
Later in October, Hart 
said he was hoping to 
get the boxes installed by 
late November.
“They’ll certainly be op-
erational by the start of 
spring semester,” Hart said 
in an October email.
Mark Morrison, former 
Daily Texan editor and 
Texas Student Media board 
member, said the slow re-
sponse to placing a box in 
front of the new building 
has frustrated him.
“The University cer-
tainly does not seem to be 
able to move very quickly 
on issues such as this,” 
Morrison said.
He said the College of 
Communication should 
have set up temporary 
Daily Texan distribution 
areas in the Belo Center for 
New Media.
“There should be a high 
priority to get the Texan 
to communication col-
lege students, includ-
ing journalism students, 
and if it’s going to take 
this long to get a perma-
nent spot, why don’t they 
set up some temporary 
distribution points?”
Morrison said while 
the more permanent box 
is built, the newspapers 
could go in the building, 
on a table, in a rack or in a 
temporary box.
Jalah Goette, the director 
of the Texas Student Media 
board, said no one from 
the College of Communi-
cation has contacted her 
about the news boxes at the 
Belo Center.
After Friday, The Daily 
Texan will stop printing 
until Jan. 14, the first class 
day of the spring semester.
eryone plays ball,” Chavez 
said. “[The coordinating 
board is] not mandating 
that all institutions partici-
pate in the compact nor will 
they be required to accept 
all transfer students into that 
degree program. Universi-
ties can still have very high 
admission standards.”
Tuning Texas has devel-
oped transfer information for 
four engineering degrees and 
four science degrees.
UT-Austin did not opt into 
the program. 
Chavez said this time line 
is unrealistic and will have 
to be discussed between the 
Legislature and the board.
According to data ob-
tained from the Office of 
Admissions, 2,440 students 
transferred to the University 
in 2012 — 61 percent from 
four-year colleges and 38 per-
cent from junior colleges.
Almost half of last year’s 
transfer students began 
their undergraduate degree 
at UT-San Antonio, Aus-
tin Community College  
or UT-Arlington.
Linda Young, special assis-
tant to the president for exter-
nal affairs at ACC, said UT-
Austin has worked to ease 
burdens for ACC students 
transferring to the University 
and that state compact agree-
ments would help make the 
process more efficient.
“I can’t imagine it would be 
more efficient than if such an 
agreement would be in place,” 
Young said. “It would also be 
more effective for institutions 
that share students — where 
students transfer from one 
to another.”
Young said students do 
raise concerns about the lack 
of a uniform naming system 
and often have to make sure 
definitions are accurate and 
appropriate for the equivalent 
course at another institution.
Students looking to trans-
fer to UT-Austin can use 
the University’s Automated 
Transfer Equivalency data-
base to search for transfer 
credit evaluations for more 
than 292,000 courses at other 
institutions in Texas.
Most majors do not re-
quire transfer applicants to 
complete specific transferable 
courses, according to UT’s 
Office of Admissions.
At UT-Austin, business, 
engineering, geosciences and 
natural sciences majors are re-
quired to transfer specific ver-
sions of calculus courses. The 
McCombs School of Business 
also requires students to sub-
mit proof of credit or in-prog-
ress work in microeconomics 
and macroeconomics.
Biology junior Farhan 
Sahawneh, a student men-
tor for the Transfer Stu-
dent Association, said 
several pre-med members 
of the association faced 
challenges when they 
tried to transfer science 
courses and supported the 
idea of state standardized 
transfer agreements.
Sahawneh said out-of-state 
transfer students would still 
face challenges.
“For someone who takes 
community college courses 
outside the state, the cours-
es have to be evaluated by 
a panel, and that’s usually 
where most of the disap-
pointment of our members 
comes from,” Sahawneh said. 
“Most students don’t know if 
their coursework will transfer 
beforehand, and most don’t 
know until they apply to UT.”
The UT System released 
a recommendation report 
on reducing student debt 
Wednesday night that states 
students can decrease debt 
by graduating on time, 
which could be more easily 
obtained by incentivizing 
15-credit hour semesters, 
encouraging students to 
take Advanced Placement 
courses in high school 
and increasing student 
work opportunities
The Student Debt Re-
duction Task Force em-
phasizes degree costs and 
returns, degree completion 
and transparency — initia-
tives endorsed by UT Sys-
tem Chancellor Francisco 
Cigarroa’s Framework for 
Advancing Excellence, an 
action plan adopted by the 
System last year that pro-
motes college affordability, 
among other System-wide 
goals. The report does not 
provide totals for student 
debt among System insti-
tutions, but does outline 
national trends and list sev-
eral recommendations to 
decrease student debt with-
in the System.
The task force was 
created as part of Cigarroa’s 
action plan and endorses 
various initiatives stated in 
the framework, including 
increased four-year gradu-
ation rates. This year, UT-
Austin announced a goal to 
increase four-year gradu-
ation rates to 70 percent 
by 2016.
The task force also rec-
ommends building on 
MyEdu, an interactive de-
gree-planning site the Sys-
tem invested $10 million in 
last year.
Discussion of the report 
is on the agenda for the re-
gents’ meeting Thursday.
Report examines reducing student debt
SYSTEM
By Alexa Ura
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CAIRO — Egypt de-
scended into political tur-
moil Wednesday over the 
constitution drafted by Is-
lamist allies of President 
Mohammed Morsi. At least 
211 people were wounded as 
supporters and opponents 
battled each other with fire-
bombs, rocks and sticks out-
side the presidential palace.
Wednesday’s clashes be-
gan when thousands of 
Morsi’s Islamist support-
ers descended on an area 
near the presidential palace 
where some 300 of his op-
ponents were staging a sit-
in. The Islamists, members 
of Morsi’s Muslim Brother-
hood, chased the protesters 
away from their base out-
side the palace’s main gate 
and tore down their tents. 
The Islamists portrayed 
their attack on opposition 
protesters as defense of 
the revolution.
The clashes outside the 
presidential palace in Cairo’s 
Heliopolis district marked 
an escalation in the deepen-
ing crisis. It was the first time 
supporters of rival camps 
fought each other since last 
year’s anti-Mubarak upris-
ing, when the authoritar-
ian leader’s loyalists sent 
sword-wielding supporters 
on horses and camels into 
Cairo’s Tahrir square in what 
became one of the uprising’s 
bloodiest days.
The large scale and inten-
sity of the fighting marked a 
milestone in Egypt’s rapidly 
entrenched schism, pitting 
Morsi’s Brotherhood and 
ultra-conservative Islamists 
in one camp, against liberals, 
leftists and Christians in the 
other. The violence spread 
to other parts of the country 
later Wednesday.
Compounding Morsi’s 
woes, four of his advisers 
resigned, joining two other 
members of his 17-member 
advisory panel who have 
abandoned him since the 
crisis began. 
The opposition is demand-
ing that Morsi rescind the 
decrees giving him nearly 
unrestricted powers and 
shelve the controversial 
draft constitution the presi-
dent’s Islamist allies rushed 
through last week in a mara-
thon, all-night session shown 
live on state TV. 
The huge scale of the op-
position protests has dealt 
a blow to the legitimacy of 
the new charter, which op-
ponents contend allows 
religious authorities too 
much influence over legis-
lation, threatens to restrict 
freedom of expression and 
opens the door to Islamist 
control over day-to-day life.
If the referendum goes 
ahead as scheduled and the 
draft constitution is adopted, 
elections for parliament’s 
lawmaking lower chamber 
will be held in February.
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Ship sinks off coast of 
Southern Netherlands
THE HAGUE, Nether-
lands — Rescuers say four 
crew members have died and 
seven are still missing in the 
icy waters of the North Sea, 
after a cargo ship collided 
with another vessel and sank 
off the Dutch coast Wednes-
day night.
The 485-foot Baltic Ace 
collided with the 440-foot 
container ship Corvus J near 
busy shipping lanes some 
40 miles off the coast of the 
Southern Netherlands. The 
Baltic Ace, carrying a cargo 
of cars, had a crew of 24, 
some of whom may be in the 
icy water.
Coast Guard spokesman 
Marcel Oldenburger says 
four people were plucked 
dead from the sea and the 
search is continuing for those 
who are missing.
Thirteen  sailors were res-
cued alive after the collision 
Wednesday night.
French chateau razed 
entirely ‘by mistake’
PARIS — Residents of a 
sleepy French village in Bor-
deaux have been left dumb-
founded after discovering 
their local 18th-century 
chateau was completely bull-
dozed “by mistake.”
The mayor’s office in Yvrac 
said Wednesday that workers 
who were hired to renovate 
the grand 140,000-square-
foot manor and raze a small 
building on the same estate 
in southwest France mixed 
them up. Local media re-
ported that the construction 
company misunderstood the 
renovation plans of the cur-
rent owner, Russian busi-
nessman Dmitry Stroskin, 
to clean up the manor 
and restore it to its former 
baroque glory.
Stroskin was away when 
the calamity occurred and 
returned home to discover 
his chateau, a local treasure 
boasting a grand hall that 
could host some 200 people, 
as well as a sweeping stone 
staircase — was nothing 
but rubble.
He told them he plans to 
build an exact replica of lost 
manor on the site.
Serbia’s ambassador 
to NATO leaps to death
BRUSSELS — Serbia’s 
ambassador to NATO was 
chatting and joking with col-
leagues in a multistory park-
ing garage at Brussels Airport 
when he suddenly strolled to 
a barrier, climbed over and 
flung himself to the ground 
below, a diplomat said.
By the time his shocked 
colleagues reached him, Bra-
nislav Milinkovic was dead.
His motives are a mys-
tery. Three diplomats who 
knew Milinkovic said he 
did not appear distraught 
in the hours leading up to 
his death Tuesday night. He 
seemed to be going about 
his regular business, they 
said, picking up an arriving 
delegation of six Serbian of-
ficials who were to hold talks 
with NATO, the alliance that 
went to war with his country 
just 13 years ago.
“It was indeed a suicide,” 
Ine Van Wymersch of the 
Brussels prosecutor’s office 
said. She said no further in-
vestigation was planned.
The diplomats, who spoke 
on condition of anonym-
ity because they were not 
authorized to release de-
tails, said they knew of no 
circumstances — private or 
professional — that would 
have prompted him to take 
his own life. Milinkovic, 
52, had mentioned to col-
leagues at diplomatic func-
tions that he was unhappy 
about living apart from his 
wife, a Serbian diplomat 
based in Vienna, and their 
17-year-old son.
— Compiled from 
Associated Press reports
NEWS 
BRIEFLY Islamists fight Morsi opponents
Hassan Ammar | Associated Press
Egyptian President Mohammed Morsi’s supporters, background, and opponents, foreground, clash outside the presidential palace, 
in Cairo, Egypt on Wednesday. The clashes began when thousands of Islamist supporters of Morsi descended on the area around 
the palace where some 300 of his opponents were staging a sit-in. 
By Aya Batrawy
& Hamza Hendawi
Associated Press
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Alter your reality for the better
By Mac McCann
Daily Texan Columnist
Four isn’t necessarily a magic number
By Laura Wright
Daily Texan Columnist
GALLERY
Madeline Tuckfield has always lamented her hometown’s lack 
of urban legends.
“I love Austin so much, it’s such a cool vibrant city, but we don’t 
have any monsters or ghosts,” said Tuckfield. “New York has all 
sorts of crocodiles-in-the-sewer type of legends, and I want that 
for Austin.”
This desire for ghost stories along Guadalupe led Tuckfield, 
along with UT students Lance Lowrie, a senior Radio-Television-
Film major, and Stephen Robinson, a junior Radio-Television-
Film major, to launch the alternate reality game (ARG) “Where 
is Alice?”
What are alternate reality games, exactly? The genre is new 
enough to be defined in a variety of ways, and if you’re unfamil-
iar with the concept, the words “alternate reality game” may con-
jure up images like costumed “Dungeons and Dragons” players 
and pixelated families from “The Sims.” If you also thought of the 
dusty pages and plot lines of the make-your-own-mystery books 
from your elementary school library, you’d be closer to the truth.
ARGs are meant to be massive, multi-player “games” that be-
gin in the real world but quickly jump to various media platforms 
like websites or television shows. They are supposed to maintain a 
certain “this is not a game” aesthetic, allowing players to suspend 
their disbelief and treat the game like real life. The largest (and 
most successful) ARGs are elaborate promotional stunts for mov-
ies and video games like “The Dark Knight” and “Halo 2.” But, in 
certain cases, they have the ability to be much more — and do 
much more good.
In the case of the “Halo 2” promotional ARG, called “ilovebees,” 
the game began when jars of honey from an unknown woman 
were inexplicably sent to members of the gaming community. 
This, paired with some crafty subliminal messaging in the “Halo 
2” promotional commercials, led fans of the game to discover 
ilovebees.com, which appeared to be an amateur beekeeping web-
site that had been hacked by an unknown entity. Soon, details of 
the “hacking” (part of a pre-written fictional storyline) were lead-
ing fans of the video game to real-life payphones, where those fans 
were further unraveling the backstory by receiving anonymous 
calls. In the end, the clues led select participants to a movie the-
ater, where they could play an advance copy of “Halo 2.”
“Where is Alice” is a decidedly humbler effort. You may have 
seen the posters around campus, which feature pictures of Alice 
underneath the bolded word “MISSING.” The posters might have 
led you to a Facebook page, where a link to the Wikipedia page for 
“alternate reality game” and a credit to Streetlight Entertainment 
LLC — Tuckfield, Lowrie and Robinson’s 2-week-old production 
company — serve as hints that Alice, whoever she is, is not actu-
ally missing. (The Alice of the promotional pictures is in reality a 
local Austin actress, but should you see her in real life and ask her 
about the game, she has been instructed to begin crying about the 
loss of her twin sister.)
Tuckfield said she had some reservations about staging a kid-
napping as the basis for the game, which has since evolved into a 
narrative about the underground tunnels at UT and seems to be 
headed in a “there are supernatural monsters underground” di-
rection. “The technical goal, yes, is to create a monster,” admitted 
Tuckfield. But she defends the kidnapping farce by pointing to the 
less-than-realistic aspects of the game — for instance, who hand-
distributes “missing” posters for a person as if he or she were a 
lost puppy?
Admittedly, I have no plans to play “Where is Alice,” and I 
would have preferred a game that didn’t hinge on a fictional kid-
napping. But I’m excited about the presence of an ARG on the UT 
campus, because I hope it will lead more students to think about 
the possibilities of ARGs, which can be so much more than fic-
tional conspiracy theories.
As an example, Jane McGonigal, a game designer who worked 
on the “ilovebees” project and specializes in ARGs, has created a 
game called “superbetter” that uses the same ideas about crossing 
media platforms and community engagement to help people heal 
from problems like depression, anxiety and physical injury. Cre-
ated by McGonigal as she struggled to recover from a concussion, 
the game sets small, real-life goals for players: look out a window, 
take a walk around the block, call an old friend. It involves friends 
and family as “allies” that help you increase your score.
Though “superbetter” may not be understood as an ARG in 
the same way as “ilovebees” or “Where is Alice?” it certainly re-
lies on real-life events. And, unlike those games, it ultimately con-
cerns not gameplay, but reality. Alice may not be missing, but that 
doesn’t mean we don’t have real problems to solve. Maybe we can 
start an ARG in which our football team is actually winning. Who 
knows — it might just spill over into reality.
Wright is a Plan II and biology junior from San Antonio.
As soon as Thanksgiving ends, we begin the 
Christmas shopping season. To celebrate the birth 
of a man who said to “sell all your possessions and 
give the money to the poor,” we spend more of our 
money than we do during any other time of the year.
We could debate forever whether consumerism 
has taken over the holiday season, if Nativity scenes 
should be displayed on public property, if “happy 
holidays” is the proper greeting or if there’s a “war 
on Christmas.” But bickering misses the whole point 
of the season. While I’m not completely certain, I 
imagine that Jesus would prefer his birthday to be 
celebrated by loving thy neighbor as thyself, rather 
than arguing about the decorations.
We also need to recognize that in the Ameri-
can melting pot, December is much more than just 
Christmas season. It’s a time of holidays for many 
different religions and cultures. As Daniel Munoz of 
the Texas Secular Humanists points out, this coun-
try doesn’t belong exclusively to Christians.
Indeed, it should be noted that even Dec. 25th 
doesn’t belong exclusively to Christians. Despite the 
popular saying, Jesus isn’t even the original “reason 
for the season.” The day we celebrate Christmas, 
Dec. 25th, coincides with the winter solstice on the 
Julian calendar — and not by accident. In ancient 
agrarian societies, the changing of seasons was of 
huge importance. Even Pope Benedict XVI recog-
nized that the Christmas holiday “acquired its de-
finitive form in the fourth century when it replaced 
the Roman Feast of the Sol Invictus.” Even before 
the birth of Jesus and the Sol Invictus, Romans cel-
ebrated Saturnalia, a festival in honor of their god 
Saturn, around Dec. 25th.
Regardless of the origins of Christmas, we can’t 
forget that other holidays are also celebrated during 
this time. There’s no reason why we shouldn’t make 
this “the most wonderful time of the year” for peo-
ple of all beliefs. For Daley Epstein, a Plan II, his-
tory and business junior, “the holiday season and 
the holiday of Hanukkah hold separate meanings.” 
She enjoys practicing the ancient traditions of Juda-
ism and celebrating the religious aspects of Hanuk-
kah with her family and friends. But she also enjoys 
the holiday season in general, which she considers 
a secular concept: “The ideas of holiday cheer, phi-
lanthropy and spending time with friends and fam-
ily align with my religious beliefs and are custom-
ary for Hanukkah, but I additionally value their 
presence during this time of year for their unifying 
qualities, religion aside.”
While he personally celebrates Hanukkah, 
freshman Corey Schneider notes, “I don’t think 
that the specific holidays mean as much as their 
accompanying ‘holiday spirit.’ I think that the 
holidays are a designated time to be with family 
and enjoy the spirit of family, something we often 
overlook in our busy daily lives. I think every-
one should engage in the holiday spirit and enjoy 
their family, regardless of their religion.”
Munoz agrees: “Non-Christians in America 
should be free not to celebrate Christmas, but ev-
erybody can get behind the season’s secular mes-
sage: peace on Earth, goodwill towards all.” While 
he is an atheist, Munoz greatly values the season’s 
spirit of giving, suggesting, “Why don’t we follow 
the biblical Magi and celebrate Christmas by giv-
ing to the poor?”
Hannah Mery, a Plan II freshman, does be-
lieve that Christmas “definitely is a Christian hol-
iday,” but she doesn’t think that non-Christians 
shouldn’t enjoy the holidays. The most important 
thing, she says, is “coming together with family 
and celebrating each other, no matter what our 
beliefs.”
Regardless of religion, give “peace on earth and 
goodwill to men” a chance. Help those in need. 
Spend time with those you care about. Relax. En-
joy yourself. And hopefully, as Epstein advised, 
we can “remember that the values of the holiday 
season are something that shouldn’t be limited to 
this time of year, but something we should strive 
to engage in year-round.”
McCann is a Plan II freshman from Dallas.
Lauren Moore| Daily Texan Cartoonist
There’s no reason why we shouldn’t 
make this “the most wonderful time of 
the year” for people of all beliefs.
Fall graduation lacks the pomp and circumstance occa-
sioned by spring commencement, but for students gradu-
ating in December, the event is no less monumental. With 
or without fireworks, graduates will leave the familiarity of 
campus to confront the challenges and opportunities wait-
ing for them beyond it. That they’re doing so in December 
rather than May might not make much of a difference for 
students, but it does make a difference for the University’s 
much-hyped four-year graduation rate. However, the four-
year designation itself is somewhat arbitrary.
The administration’s goal is to have 70 percent of students 
graduate within four years of their enrollment at UT. Cur-
rently, around 70 percent of students graduate within five 
years, but four-year rates hover around 50 percent. To grad-
uate more students more quickly, the Task Force on Under-
graduate Graduation Rates, which was established in 2011 
by UT President William Powers, Jr., suggested in its Feb. 
15, 2012 report that it may be most effective to focus on stu-
dents who miss graduating within four years by only one se-
mester — many of whom may be walking across the stage 
this Saturday. According to the report, “For UT Austin to 
hit a graduation rate of 70 percent in four years, it would 
need to lower the time-to-degree [by] a single semester for 
about 800 students and two semesters for another 400. From 
that perspective, the task of achieving a 70 percent four-year 
graduation rate is much less daunting.”
The most recent data cited in the report, which focus-
es on students who entered college in fall 2006, shows that 
50.6 percent of students graduated within four years. A se-
mester later, more than 60 percent had graduated, thanks 
to the 750 or so who participated in fall commencement. 
According to the report’s logic, if those 750 students could 
have graduated a semester earlier, the University would be 
10 percent closer to reaching its graduation rate goal.
This change would save students the $5,000 or so they 
spent on their extra semester and could potentially make 
available classroom seats for more incoming students. But 
the report fails to acknowledge that the same argument 
could be made for increasing 3½-year graduation rates. 
With increasing opportunities for high school students to 
earn transferable college credit prior to enrolling at a uni-
versity, three year or 3½-year college careers are a viable op-
tion for many students. If the University enhances summer 
classes, as the report recommends, this option could be-
come even more accessible to students looking to save time 
and money on their undergraduate education.
The Task Force’s report also neglects to explain why four 
years represent the perfect amount of time to spend in col-
lege. While in the past it may have taken four years to fit in 
all the coursework required for degree completion, chang-
es in higher education that allow students to transfer cred-
it from community colleges and online classes — changes 
the University is helping catalyze, thanks to its recent invest-
ment in EdX — are challenging the idea that there is a “cor-
rect” number of years in which to graduate.
In an editorial published in the Texan on June 10, Pres-
ident Powers was quoted saying, “We fully recognize that 
there are things that happen during four years. People 
change their minds, they want to pursue something else. It 
is not our philosophy that there is only one way through 
this university.” Our conclusion: Students graduating this 
weekend, whether they are doing so early or late, will still 
be receiving the same degrees as their friends who graduat-
ed this past May or will walk the stage next spring — give or 
take several thousand dollars and a few months. Ultimate-
ly, the choice is theirs.
Changes in higher education are 
challenging  the idea that there is a 
“correct” number of years in which to 
graduate. 
NEWS 5
proceeding conducted by [UT] with respect to that alleged crime.”
In an interview with the Daily Texan, Sack said FERPA allows 
other possibilities for complaint response besides the policy now 
used by the University.
“All UT has to do under FERPA to ensure survivors can access 
their full complaint records is have both parties sign off on this 
disclosure prior to an investigation,” Sack said. “The institutional 
incentive to not give complainants and respondents alike this op-
portunity is again a self-interested one.”
Sack said the University reduces its liability by taking a broad 
interpretation of FERPA. For example, denying survivors and 
respondents access to records such as reports of previous sexual 
assaults by an alleged perpetrator reduces the chance of a lawsuit 
against UT for not punishing a repeatedly violent student.
Attempted and completed sexual assaults occur at a rate of 35 
per every 1,000 female college students per year, according to the 
Department of Justice.
“College rape is a multi-million dollar liability, particularly for 
a large institution like UT,” Sack said, noting that at a large school 
at UT, statistics indicate hundreds of students are assaulted every 
year. “It’s actually astounding that no one has won a multi-million 
dollar settlement against UT relating to a rape complaint yet.”
Student survivors can use criminal or civil courts as well as an 
internal University system to report a sexual assault.
The Office of the Dean of Students does not inform students of 
civil court options, such as suing an attacker for damages, if a stu-
dent reports to the office that he or she has been sexually assaulted. 
Civil cases have a much higher conviction rate in sexual assault 
cases than criminal cases, partially because of the lower burden of 
proof required for conviction.
“Certainly students have civil options,” said Dean of Students 
Soncia Reagins-Lily. “They are not elaborated in [University poli-
cy], but through Legal Services we certainly have that conversation 
with them and survivors understand they have an array of options.”
Reagins-Lily said the Office of the Dean of Students refers sur-
vivors to Legal Services for Students, which informs survivors of 
their civil options and provides free legal counsel to students. But 
Legal Services cannot counsel students sexually assaulted by an-
other student because of a conflict of interest, said Raymond Schi-
flett, director of Legal Services for Students.
“If it’s an assault on one student by someone who is not a cur-
rently enrolled student, then we can provide that student with a 
full range of legal advice,” Schiflett said. “If it was another student 
who had allegedly committed this act, we would not able to assist 
this student directly. We would refer them to another experienced 
civil court attorney.”
Schiflett said under state law, all students are potential clients 
of attorneys provided by UT, and attorneys cannot provide legal 
counsel to two of their own clients against each other.
Voices Against Violence
Outside the Office of the Dean of Students, The University has 
a number of resources available for survivors of sexual assault 
through the Voices Against Violence program launched in the 
Counseling and Mental Health Center in 2001.
Jane Morgan Bost, associate director of the Mental Health Center, 
helped start the program with University support when she acquired 
a grant for Voices Against Violence in 2000. Since its inception, the 
program has provided counseling and advocacy for survivors, as 
well as training for thousands of students and staff at UT.
VAV does not have the ability to access criminal reporting 
records, but along with Victims Services in the University Police 
Department, VAV provides criminal, University and civil informa-
tion for survivors in case they decide to take legal action.
Bost said that while successful civil conviction might provide a 
feeling of social recognition and safety, most students do not pur-
sue a lawsuit as a response to sexual assault.
“When someone comes in who has been sexually assaulted, 
they just aren’t interested in a lawsuit,” Bost said. “With all the cli-
ents that the VAV specialists have seen in the last 11 years, there has 
only been one student who has gone the civil route, and it’s not up 
to us to convince students otherwise.”
Since it’s inception, the UT chapter of VAV has provided training 
on sexual assault to more than 150,000 UT staff, students and others.
Bost added that it is hard for college students to acquire civil at-
torneys because attorneys are only likely to take a civil case if an 
alleged perpetrator has enough assets make the suit profitable.
Economics and international business junior Sydney Wilkins, a 
member of VAV and author of the second of last month’s columns, 
said in an interview with the Daily Texan that it was inaccurate to 
say UT does not provide resources to survivors.
While the system is never perfect, Wilkins said, there are many 
people at the University working to provide resources and com-
munity for survivors.
“There’s a lot of excitement for activists about students coming 
out and talking about this issue, and the impact that could have for 
this campus,” Wilkins said. “My hope is that people will read about 
these columns and hear that, yeah there are horrible things going 
on, but there’s a lot we can do and I want people to be optimistic 
about all the change that can be done.”
Editor’s note: The Daily Texan hopes to further examine the prob-
lem of sexual assault on campus next semester. If you are a UT stu-
dent or former student who has experienced sexual assault at UT, we 
hope to talk to you. We can discuss options to protect your privacy. 
Please email. enterprise.dailytexan@gmail.com.
 Despite the increase in 
charitable donations dur-
ing the winter months, 
philanthropic organiza-
tions in Austin say they 
are not in competition 
with each other, and are 
instead focusing on their 
own efforts. 
Karen Frost, director of 
non-profit relations for 
I Live Here, I Give Here, 
said charities recognize 
that children’s charities 
will receive the bulk of 
donations during Decem-
ber, so organizations stra-
tegically plan their fund-
raising efforts for another 
month. The organization 
is a non-profit that pro-
motes philanthropy in 
Central Texas. 
Rod Caspers, director 
of University events, said 
many organizations, of-
fices and individuals con-
tribute to Orange Santa, a 
program that collects gift 
donations for UT faculty 
and students in need. 
He said the program 
receives wide support in 
November and December.
“We see the request be-
ing made more at the holi-
days because it is the sea-
son of giving, if you will,” 
Caspers said.
Caspers said the pro-
gram helped about 320 
families and 1,000 chil-
dren in 2011. He said the 
organization’s volunteer 
positions are filled every 
year, and some people 
are even on a waiting list 
to volunteer.
Tara Anders, director 
of marketing for Good-
will Industries of Central 
Texas, said people do not 
always give equally to all 
charities. She said Good-
will receives more dona-
tions after the holidays be-
cause people are clearing 
space in their homes for 
new items. 
“There is an increased 
awareness of charity giv-
ing, but that may dilute 
what one charity receives 
over another because it 
is a popular time to give,” 
Anders said. 
Coats for Kids is a jacket 
drive that provides chil-
dren living at or below the 
poverty level with a winter 
coat. In 2011, the charity 
collected 33,000 coats.
Dawn Breyfogle, Coats 
for Kids chairperson for 
the Austin Junior League, 
said as of Wednesday 
afternoon 31,000 coats 
have been collected that 
the organization will 
distribute Saturday.
Randy Allen, commu-
nication director for the 
Salvation Army in Austin, 
an international charita-
ble organization, said the 
number of homeless indi-
viduals may increase dur-
ing the holiday season, but 
it is a year-round issue. 
Allen said the holiday 
season inspires people to 
give back, especially dur-
ing November, December 
and January.
“People have a greater 
spirit of giving,” he said. “I 
know I do.”
During the fiscal year 
October 2010 to Septem-
ber 2011, the organization 
moved 843 individuals to 
stable housing.
“We’re ‘doing the most 
good’ and so are the other 
organizations, obviously,” 
Allen said. “We all want 
to, by and large, because 
we want human beings to 
be treated with dignity.”
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Discover a  
meDical school
that matches your 
passion for success.
1-855-582-7766  |  North Haven, Connecticut
Quinnipiac University’s new Frank H. Netter MD School of Medicine has all the resources you need to 
become a culturally competent physician and change the way health care is delivered across the country.
Apply to become a member of our Fall 2013 charter class. Our students will enjoy:
•  State-of-the-art facilities in a spacious new building
•  Experienced faculty dedicated to teaching
•  Early clinical experience and engagement with health care students and faculty from the Schools of Health  
    Sciences and Nursing
•  A respectful, diverse and inclusive community
Learn more at nettersom.quinnipiac.edu, call toll free 1-855-582-7766 or email medicine@quinnipiac.edu.
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Park in Wyoming and the 
USS Arizona Memorial at 
Pearl Harbor in Honolulu, 
Hawaii. He said his time at 
the department has meant 
a lot of hard work and some 
difficult times, most notably 
Sept. 28, 2010, when a stu-
dent fired shots outside the 
Perry-Castañeda Library and 
later died by suicide. 
“That was definitely 
the most stressful day,” 
Dahlstrom said. 
He said, however, the good 
days have greatly outweighed 
the bad, and he will miss 
many things about his job. 
“I think the people are 
what I will miss most,” 
Dahlstrom said. 
Harkins said Dahlstrom 
has helped the department 
strengthen relations with 
neighboring departments, 
overseen multiple UTPD ac-
creditations and led the way 
on many UTPD initiatives 
including the Citizen Police 
Academy. The academy aims 
to give the public a better un-
derstanding of UTPD.
“He is a rare individual,” 
Harkins said. “He cares about 
people. He has got a tremen-
dous capacity to outreach and 
to find solutions to problems.”
Dahlstrom has been recog-
nized for his work dozens of 
times throughout his career 
through awards including the 
Austin National Association 
for the Advancement of Col-
ored People Professional Ser-
vice Award, the “Peacemaker 
of the Year” award from the 
Dispute Resolution Center of 
Texas and the 2012 Chief of 
the Year award from the Uni-
versity of Texas System.
POLICIES continues from page 1 Austin more charitable 
during holiday season
By Taylor Hampton
CITY
Completed and attempted rapes occur at a rate of 
35 per every 1000 female college students (U.S. 
Department of Justice, 2000)
76Number of Sexual Assaults of UT students reported to University between 2009 and 2011 (UT CLERY REPORT)
Number of Sexual Assaults of UT  
students expected between 2009 and 
2011 (Voices against Violence, 2012)
Pu Ying Huang | Daily Texan Staff
Sydney Wilkins is a member of UT Voices Against Violence and 
economics and international business junior
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With as many twists and 
turns as the Longhorns’ 
season took this year, they 
did what everyone expect-
ed them to do before the 
season began.
With a 5-4 record in con-
ference play, Texas finished 
third in the Big 12 stand-
ings — exactly where it was 
picked to finish in the pre-
season poll.
But just like those four 
losses, that won’t be good 
enough next year. The 
Longhorns still haven’t 
completely bounced back 
from the 5-7 debacle that 
was the 2010 season. Losses 
of any kind to Oklahoma, 
especially those by more 
than 40 points, won’t be tol-
erated. Baffling home losses 
to 7-5 squads like TCU and 
West Virginia won’t cut it.
Texas has to win the Big 
12 next year.
And a win over Oregon 
State in the Valero Alamo 
Bowl on Dec. 29 will be 
the first step toward mak-
ing that happen. The Long-
horns have a long history 
of using bowl victories to 
create momentum.
“I’m just excited to go 
back to a bowl. A couple of 
years ago we didn’t get to do 
that,” senior safety Kenny 
Vaccaro said. “I think we 
just need to win for those 
guys next year to create mo-
mentum for them and just 
go out with a bang, go out 
with a win.”
A 2004 Rose Bowl victory 
over Michigan preceded a 
2005 Rose Bowl triumph 
over USC in the national ti-
tle game. Arizona State was 
no match for Texas in the 
2008 Holiday Bowl before 
the Longhorns beat Ohio 
Like great hitters in base-
ball and sharp shooters in 
basketball, many fantasy foot-
ball players go through rough 
patches and slumps. Although 
some struggle for extended 
periods, players tend to have 
breakout games when you 
least expect it. With fantasy 
football playoffs beginning 
this week and a lot on the line, 
here are a few names whose 
unlikely performances could 
propel you to a big victory:
START
1) Jake Locker, QB
Tennessee Titans
Locker looked dreadful 
against the Texans last week, 
throwing three interceptions 
and fumbling twice. However, 
much of his poor performance 
can be attributed to Houston’s 
ability to get out in front of op-
ponents early and force them 
into mistakes. There was also 
a silver lining in Locker’s poor 
outing: his lone touchdown 
pass Sunday made it his sec-
ond consecutive week with 
only one. I like Locker’s odds 
this week against a weaker 
Indianapolis defense.
2) Eric Decker, WR
Denver Broncos
Over the past four games, 
Peyton Manning has tossed 
nine touchdowns. The prob-
lem for Decker is, he’s only 
been on the receiving end of 
one of them. Though he has 
failed to reach 50 yards receiv-
ing or catching a touchdown 
in three of his last four games, 
nothing revives a player’s fan-
tasy production like a trip to 
Oakland. Expect Decker to 
break out this week against an 
awful Raiders’ secondary.
3) DeMarco Murray, RB 
Dallas Cowboys
Murray’s problem this year 
hasn’t been a lack of produc-
tion so much as it has been 
unreliability, as he missed six 
games after going down with 
a foot injury against Balti-
more during Week 6. While 
he looked a little rusty, Mur-
ray was still able to rack up 83 
yards and a touchdown in his 
return last week against the 
Philadelphia Eagles and can be 
expected to perform similarly 
One year ago, they were stealing courtside attention on high 
school volleyball teams. Now, five UT freshmen are lighting up 
Gregory Gym, proving their talent week after week and encoun-
tering their first NCAA tournament experiences.
“They’re playing like veterans,” head coach Jerritt Elliott said. 
“It’s one of the reasons that we schedule so tough at the begin-
ning. Now they’re used to playing high-level volleyball.”
For Kat Brooks, Nicole Dalton, Sara Hattis, Molly McCage 
and Amy Neal, this season has meant a flurry of new experi-
ences and excitement for what’s to come as they enter the tough-
est part of the season.
ARLINGTON, Texas — 
The Browns players file into 
the locker room, heading 
down in defeat after a crush-
ing overtime loss to the Cow-
boys on Nov. 18.
The majority of the team 
heads directly to the showers 
to wash away the stains of yet 
another close defeat, but back-
up quarterback and legendary 
former Longhorn Colt McCoy 
is one of the exceptions.
McCoy, who hadn’t seen 
a snap in the game, didn’t 
break a sweat in his return 
to Texas. Instead of racing 
toward the soothing drops 
of warm water, he stood stoi-
cally next to his locker, piling 
on layers of clothing to com-
bat the biting winds of a cool 
November Dallas afternoon.
There wasn’t a teammate 
within 10 feet of him, and he 
faced away from the crowd of 
players on the opposite side 
of the room, where the young 
running backs and wideouts 
hammed it up, laughing and 
joking around, despite hav-
ing victory snatched from 
them only minutes earlier.
McCoy took no part, taking 
the loss as hard as any starter.
“We always find a way to 
lose,” McCoy said, disheart-
ened by yet another defeat. The 
Browns are 4-8 on the year, and 
lost the previous four games by 
a combined 18 points.
McCoy hasn’t played a role 
in any of these contests. He’s 
stood on the sidelines holding 
a clipboard, relaying signals 
to 29-year-old rookie quarter-
back, Brandon Weeden.
McCoy is active in his 
role. Arms churning to send 
out the right call, helping 
Weeden make any adjust-
ments needed at the line. But 
under it all, he’s frustrated. It 
can be seen in his clenched 
jawline after a close loss, the 
same outline that used to dis-
play his 10-volt smile as he 
roamed the field at DKR.  
“It’s a hard deal, especially 
when you feel like you should 
be playing,” McCoy said. “You 
just got to stay positive. It’s a 
marathon and not a sprint.”
McCoy’s first two seasons 
in the NFL were a whirlwind. 
After becoming college foot-
ball’s all-time winningest 
quarterback at Texas — he’s 
now been surpassed on the 
list by former Boise State 
Bronco Kellen Moore — and 
leading the Longhorns to an 
appearance in the 2009 BCS 
Championship game, the 
Browns drafted McCoy in 
the third round.   
In 2010, McCoy quickly 
ascended to the starting role, 
replacing an aging Jake Del-
homme to play eight games in 
the year. He found a reason-
able level of success that sea-
son despite his team’s lacking 
talent. In 2011, McCoy elevat-
ed his play, throwing for 2,733 
yards, 14 touchdowns and 11 
interceptions. He only partici-
pated in 13 games however, as 
a vicious helmet-to-helmet 
blow by Pittsburgh’s James 
Harrison gave him a concus-
sion, knocking him out for 
the remainder of the season. 
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 Associated Press
After leaving Texas as the winningest college quarterback of all-time, Colt McCoy was drafted by the Cleveland Browns. He currently 
serves as backup quarterback for the 4-8 team after being injured last season.  
Losses, benching bother McCoy
MCCOY continues on page 7
By Chris Hummer
BOWL continues on page 7
DAVIS continues on page 7
VOLLEYBALL
Freshman first-timers 
experience postseason
By Rachel Thompson
FANTASY FOOTBALL
Playoffs begin, stakes rise
By David Leffler
FOOTBALL COLUMN
By Christian Corona
Sports Editor
Bowl offers Horns redemption
Illustration by Cody Bubenik | Daily Texan Staff
“midnight snacks 
from whataburger 
keeping me going 
#finals2012”
Parker French
@PFrench24
TOP TWEET
Okafor, Vaccaro 
earn Big 12 honors
For the second straight 
year, defensive end Alex 
Okafor was named to 
the All-Big 12 first team. 
Okafor was joined by fel-
low senior, safety Kenny 
Vaccaro, on the 2012 
All-Big 12 first team that 
was released Wednesday 
while junior offensive 
guard Trey Hopkins was 
named to the All-Big 12 
second team. 
Vaccaro made 100 
tackles this season and 
intercepted two passes 
while Okafor recorded 
60 tackles, along with 12 
tackles for loss and eight 
sacks—both team-highs. 
Junior wide receiver 
Mike Davis, senior punter 
Alex King, senior run-
ning back D.J. Monroe, 
sophomore wide re-
ceiver Jaxon Shipley and 
freshman running back 
Johnathan Gray, as an of-
fensive freshman of the 
year candidate, were giv-
en All-Big 12 honorable 
mention accolades.
— Christian Corona
SPORTS 
BRIEFLY
Lamarcus Aldridge
18 points, 10 rebounds
Cory Joseph
2 points, 2 rebounds 
and 2 assists
LONGHORNS 
IN THE NBA 
NBA
BUCKS
SPURS
MAVERICKS
CLIPPERS
Kat Brooks, Libero
“If you lose, you go home, so 
we really have this drive to win 
and to play our best every night. 
Gregory’s been so full lately and 
it’s been amazing.”
Sara Hattis, Middle Blocker
“It’s really exciting to be with this team because we’re really special 
and we have a chance to do something that not many schools and 
teams can. Games are just unbelievable.”
Molly McCage, Middle Blocker
“I’m looking forward to competi-
tive play. I feel like Florida’s going 
to play out of their minds. I’m so 
glad we’re home and we have so 
many people behind us.”
Amy Neal, Libero/Outside Hitter
“Now we just have to do every-
thing we can. Practice is really 
focused and every team’s good. I 
think we’re prepared. I think it’ll 
turn out really well for us.”
Nicole Dalton,
Outside Hitter/Setter
Dalton has played 90 sets for the 
Longhorns and started in 13 sets, 
earning 35 kills and tallying 56.5 
points in her first year. Dalton 
was unavailable for comment.
NCAAB
FLORIDA
FLORIDA ST.
TENNESSEE
VIRGINIA
SOUTH FLA.
OKLA. STATE
SPTS/CLASS 7
State in the Fiesta Bowl the 
following year.
Texas will lose only two 
starters on both offense and 
defense before next season, 
and it should have a healthy 
Jackson Jeffcoat and Jordan 
Hicks returning from seri-
ous injuries. None of the 
Longhorns’ five starting of-
fensive linemen this year are 
seniors. It has to be Big 12 
title or bust next season.
Not only will the Long-
horns be better in 2013 
than they were in 2012, but 
many of their in-conference 
competitors should take 
a step back. Kansas State’s 
Collin Klein, Oklahoma’s 
Landry Jones, Baylor’s Nick 
Florence, Texas Tech’s Seth 
Doege and West Virginia’s 
Geno Smith — four of them 
among the nation’s top six 
passers and the other (Klein) 
a Heisman finalist — are 
all seniors.
This year’s Longhorns’ 
defense, statistically, will go 
down as one of the worst 
in program history. But it 
will only lose two starters — 
Vaccaro and defensive end 
Alex Okafor, both All-Big 12 
first teamers.
Who Texas’ starting quar-
terback will be for the Al-
amo Bowl, much less next 
year’s season opener against 
New Mexico State, remains 
unclear. But the team’s 
four leading rushers and 
three leading receivers will 
come back.
The Longhorns may have 
had bigger dreams than 
playing in the Alamo Bowl 
before the season started. 
But if they want a better 
postseason fate next year, 
something guaranteed by a 
Big 12 title, a win over the 
Beavers would go a long way 
toward making that happen.
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is now ac
cepting a
pplicatio
ns!
Texas sTudenT Television
POSITION
Staff Director
Productions Director
News Director
Sports Director
Marketing Director
Operations Director
Entertainment Director
Programming Director
Webmaster
Studio Supervisor
TEXASSTUDENTTV.COM
A resume is required with each application.  
You can pick up and turn in applications at 
the business office on the 3rd floor of the 
HSM or the Station Manager’s Office in 
4.106.  Applications are due on December 
11th, and the business office closes at 5 pm.  
Contact manager@texasstudenttv.com if 
you have any questions.
Deadline: December 11th 2012
Interested? Here’s what you do:
CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING TERMS There are no refunds or credits. In the event of errors made in advertisement, notice 
must be given by 10 am the fi rst day of publication, as the publishers are responsible for only ONE incorrect 
insertion. In consideration of The Daily Texan’s acceptance of advertising copy for publication, the agency 
and the advertiser will indemnify and save harmless, Texas Student Media and its offi cers, employees and 
agents against all loss, liability, damage and expense of whatsoever nature arising out of the copying, print-
ing or publishing of its advertisement including without limitation reasonable attorney’s fees resulting from 
claims of suits for libel, violation of right of privacy, plagiarism and copyright and trademark infringement. 
All ad copy  must be approved by the newspaper which reserves the right to request changes, reject or 
properly classify an ad. The advertiser, and not the newspaper, is responsible for the truthful content of the 
ad. Advertising is also subject to credit approval.
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HOUSING RENTAL
360 Furn. Apts.
The PerfecT SPoT! Five min-
utes to campus, with pool, UT 
shuttle/Metro, shopping, park-
ing, gated patio.
Century Plaza Apts. 4210 Red 
River (512)452.4366
Park Plaza and Park Court 
Apts. 915 & 923 E. 41st St. 
(512)452.6518
V. I. P. Apts. 101 E. 33rd St. 
(512)476.0363
apartmentsinaustin.net 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
550 Licensed Child Care
We WanT To adoPT! 
Happily married couple wish-
es to adopt a newborn baby 
through an Open Adoption.
All the choices are yours!
Please visit our website at: 
iheartadoption.org/kara.randy
or call us at 1-800-581-6131 
EDUCATIONAL
610 Misc. Instruction
MedIcaL hYPnoSIS 
Test ANXIETY?
Writer’s BLOCK?
Oral Exam PANIC?
Learn to be calm-to better ac-
cess your analytic brain and 
memory at stressful times.
Appointments: 512-473-2037
 
EMPLOYMENT
766 Recruitment
$5,500-$10,000 
PaId eGG do-
norS
SAT>1100, ACT>24, GPA>3.0 All 
Races. N/Smokers, Ages 18-27. 
Reply to: info@eggdonorcenter.
com
$5,500-$10,000 
PaId eGG do-
norS
All Races. N/Smokers. SAT>1100, 
ACT>24, GPA>3.0 Ages 18-27 
Reply to: Info@eggdonorcenter.
com
790 Part Time
GeneraL offIce cLerk Part-
time office clerk needed for 
downtown lawfirm. 1:00 to 
6:00p.m. M-F Send resume 
and salary requirements to 
jellison@w-g.com. 
PerSonaL aSSISTanT need-
ed Interested in working as a 
personal assistant? Available to 
work 2- 4 hours a day, for $350 
a week, from your home then 
send an email with your resume 
to Brian.ste99@gmail.com and 
you will have more information 
about the job. 
800 General Help Wanted
STUdenTPaY-
oUTS.coM
Paid Survey Takers Needed In 
Austin. 100% FREE To Join! Click 
On Surveys.
BaSIc hTML SkILLS needed to 
help me with my Search Engine 
Optimization campaigns. 
$18/Hr Learn more at http://
www.jphobbs.com/dailytexan.
htm 
810 Office-Clerical
offIce aSSISTanT needed 
Typical duties includes; pack 
shipments
supplies; track shipments; re-
ceive shipments and stock
Inventory; data entry; routing 
mail; QA Inspections.
Experience & proficient in Quick 
Book, Excel and Word Applica-
tions. e-
Mail your resumes to tonystack-
desk@gmail.com. Interested 
Applicants
must be 21 yrs above. 
850 Retail
Men’S faShIon Escalator, 
a contemporary men’s store, 
seeks an experienced sales as-
sociate for its store in down-
town Austin. Apply in person or 
online at info@escalatorstyle-
formen.com 512-236-0755 
860 Engineering-Technical
LaB heLPer needed 
Assist GRA in drug formulation 
research in the College of Phar-
macy.
Sophomore or Junior standing, 
with major in ChemE, BME, or 
Natural Sciences.
GPA 3.0 or higher, $10/hr, maxi-
mum of 15 hours per week, con-
tinuation of assignment contin-
gent upon funding.
E-mail resume to jmkeen@utex-
as.edu 
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Despite only having a 
little over a year under cen-
ter, Cleveland’s new coach-
ing staff decided to move in 
a different direction in the 
2012 draft. The Browns se-
lected Weeden at No. 22 to 
be the team’s quarterback 
of the future, leaving Mc-
Coy behind before he had a 
chance to establish himself.
“I got drafted by a different 
coaching staff, and they’re 
going to bring new guys in,” 
McCoy said. “You don’t want 
to make any excuses or any-
thing, but you just have to 
live to fight each day, and I’m 
in that position right now.”
He’s battling to stay rel-
evant in Cleveland, but the 
coaching staff hasn’t given 
him much of an opportuni-
ty. Head coach Pat Shurmur 
said that both quarterbacks 
would participate in an open 
competition during train-
ing camp, but it seemed to 
be a mere token gesture, as 
Shurmur named Weeden 
the starter only a week and a 
half into camp.
McCoy hasn’t sniffed the 
field since, and his body 
language made it evident 
that the combination of not 
playing and the Browns’ 
struggles are weighing on 
him. His teammates com-
mend the job he’s done deal-
ing with the situation.
“Colt’s a pro’s pro,” said Phil 
Dawson, kicker and former 
Longhorn. “He doesn’t need 
a pep talk from me. He’s han-
dled all of this tremendously.”
McCoy’s situation paral-
lels his brother’s, Case, a ju-
nior who’s been the backup 
for much of the season at 
Texas. However, sophomore 
David Ash started and stum-
bled against TCU, leaving 
the door open for Case to 
seize the job.
The story ended well for 
Case, but it may not be the 
same for Colt. The Browns 
have invested a significant 
amount in Weeden, and 
they see him as the future 
of the franchise. McCoy has 
one year remaining on his 
rookie deal, but when asked 
to look toward his future in 
Cleveland, McCoy is vague, 
spouting words about hard 
work and perseverance.
But his expression says it 
all. His blue eyes are cold, 
numbed by frustration. He 
just wants a chance.
“I want to win,” McCoy said. 
“I’ve always won. I want to be 
part of an environment that’s 
winning. That’s the frustration 
of not being able to play.”
Sunday against Cincinnati.
SIT
1) Philip Rivers, QB
San Diego Chargers
One of the year’s biggest 
fantasy disappointments, Riv-
ers has registered three multi-
turnover games in his last four 
outings. Things don’t get any 
easier for him this week either, 
as he and the Chargers travel 
to Pittsburgh to face the Steel-
ers’ vicious pass rush.
2) Vernon Davis, TE
San Francisco 49ers
It’s no wonder Davis has 
come out and publicly sup-
ported recently-benched 
quarterback Alex Smith: 
Colin Kaepernick rarely 
throws him the ball. Davis 
has largely been ignored since 
Kaepernick took over as the 
team’s starting quarterback, 
catching only two passes for 
15 yards in the past two games. 
Things could change this week 
against the Dolphins, but I 
wouldn’t count on it.
3) Miles Austin, WR
Dallas Cowboys
While he did score a touch-
down against Philadelphia 
on Sunday night, Austin has 
been quiet over the past couple 
weeks thanks to Dez Bryant’s 
recent resurgence. Consider-
ing the fact that he’s going up 
against a Bengals defense that 
has yielded only one touch-
down reception to an opposing 
wide receiver over the past four 
games, odds are Austin won’t 
reach the end zone this week.
Elisabeth Dillon
Daily Texan Staff
After an up-and-
down season 
with quarterback 
alternations 
between David 
Ash (left) and 
Case McCoy, the 
starting quarter-
back spot for the 
upcoming Alamo 
bowl game, as 
well as next 
season, remains 
undetermined.  
BOWL
continues from page 6
DAVIS
continues from page 6
MCCOY
continues from page 6
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addition of hoarding and 
disruptive mood dysregu-
lation disorders (i.e. se-
vere temper tantrums) as 
psychological conditions. 
Absent from the additions, 
despite frequent cover-
age from the media, is a 
sex addiction disorder, as 
there hasn’t been enough 
consensus of its existence 
to convince the APA to in-
clude it in this edition. 
Young Flies Get Buzzed
When college students 
say they’ve experimented 
with alcohol, they don’t 
mean quite the same thing 
as scientists might. Since 
human alcohol studies re-
quire strong oversight and 
ethical considerations, 
much of our scientific 
knowledge about our fa-
vorite poison comes from 
data collected using animal 
models rather than Satur-
day nights on Sixth Street. 
A recent study performed 
at UT-Austin looked at the 
effect of ethanol on the 
learning ability of fruit fly 
larvae. It shouldn’t come 
as a surprise that drunken 
larvae (with blood alco-
hol content levels roughly 
equivalent to somewhere 
between 0.05 and 0.08 in 
humans) didn’t learn as 
well as the sober ones. 
However, what was 
surprising was that, af-
ter living in a perpetually 
drunken state for six days, 
these maggots adapted and 
could learn just as well 
as the sober ones. Tak-
ing away the ethanol sent 
the young fruit flies into 
withdrawals, during which 
learning abilities dropped 
yet again.
Call David Bowie? 
The media went into 
a frenzy this past week 
speculating about what 
would be revealed during a 
scheduled announcement 
from NASA promising 
exciting news about the 
Curiosity rover on Mars. 
Unfortunately, the news, 
while significant, wasn’t 
nearly the strong evidence 
for life outside of Earth 
that we’re all still hop-
ing for. Instead, the rover 
detected simple carbon 
compounds, which could 
possibly have come from 
Martian life. However, 
it’s more likely they came 
from a complex organic 
molecule that was formed 
by stars, arriving by way 
of a comet or asteroid, or 
simply from an inorganic 
molecule, neither of which 
would be particularly 
surprising to find on the 
surface of a planet with a 
thin atmosphere. NASA 
scientists will continue to 
investigate the source of 
these compounds and will 
likely come away with a 
better understanding of 
the Martian surface, but 
the results are unlikely to 
provide a perspective-al-
tering discovery of life on 
another planet.
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we’re just one of a variety of 
factors that helps [ESL stu-
dents] be successful with 
language learning. It’s just 
not something that hap-
pens in a class, it’s gonna 
happen as individuals inte-
grate into the Austin com-
munity and the campus 
community and the de-
partment community.” 
Du said he hasn’t ven-
tured out into the Austin 
community very much 
yet, but credited that more 
to his personality than to 
his language skills. When 
he does go out, he is ac-
companied by other Chi-
nese graduate students. 
Though Yun has spent 
some time exploring Aus-
tin, he spends most of 
his time at home with his 
wife, who is expecting a 
child. When at home, the 
couple tries to speak Eng-
lish, but the clumsiness of 
speaking their non-native 
language often trips them 
into speaking Korean. 
One of the main goals 
of the orientation program 
for international students 
is to make them aware of 
the importance of speak-
ing English often and out-
side the classroom. “Cause 
it doesn’t just happen by 
magic,” Smith said. Un-
fortunately, neither does 
finding a community. 
Photo courtesy of Indomina Releasing
Denis Lavant in the most repulsive of a whopping eleven roles he plays in Leos Carax’s visionary 
“Holy Motors.” 
time out of her schedule for 
herself without worrying 
about school, work and ev-
erything else that is going 
on in her life.
However, not all students 
are aware of yoga’s health 
benefits, and many deal with 
stress in less-productive and 
less-rewarding ways. 
Sophomore Sylvia Hi-
nojosa has practiced yoga 
before, but was oblivious of 
its advantages in terms of 
stress management.
“Usually, I run to relieve 
stress during finals,” Hino-
josa said. “Or I usually just 
hold on to all my stress until 
finals are over.”
With the free yoga ses-
sions that Art of Living UT 
offers on campus as well 
as the various yoga studios 
located around Austin there 
is no need for students to 
repress all of their stress un-
til winter break. Instead of 
taking a study break on the 
floor of the PCL at 4 a.m., 
take a break at a more decent 
hour and do some yoga.
ESL continues from page 10
SCIENCE continues from page 10
YOGA continues from page 10
Art of Living UT Yoga Classes
Price: Free
When: Monday, Dec. 10 at 7:30-9 p.m. 
Where: (UNB) Quadrangle Room (3.304) 
Illustration by Raquel Breternitz
Daily Texan Staff
Surrealist flick sure to satisfy
Surrealism is usually a cin-
ematic touch that rubs me the 
wrong way; something about 
the level of self-indulgence 
and intentional audience 
disconnect is simply grating. 
But Leos Carax’s “Holy Mo-
tors,” a squirmy conceptual 
oddity, is the exception to 
that rule, a strangely touch-
ing but elusive film that 
works entirely because of its 
stylistic audacity. 
Denis Lavant gives a daz-
zling performance as Oscar, 
a man who spends his days 
in a limo, driving between 
appointments that require 
him to slip in and out of dif-
ferent lives at a moment’s 
notice. Lavant plays a stun-
ning 11 roles, each of them 
distinct in appearance and 
demeanor. It is fascinating 
to watch Lavant physically 
and emotionally transform 
himself throughout the film, 
going from a distant father 
and a murderous gangster 
to a flower-devouring troll 
with impressive ease.
Other actors come and 
go based on which scenario 
Oscar is in, and the only con-
stant is Edith Scob, who does 
warm work as Oscar’s driver. 
Also worth mentioning is a 
lovely interlude toward the 
end of the film where Os-
car interacts with a woman 
played by Kylie Minogue, 
who gives an unexpectedly 
tender performance, tinged 
with regret. Once it be-
comes clear why Carax chose 
Minogue for the small role, it 
makes for one of the boldest 
moments in “Holy Motors.”
Director Carax brings 
astounding amounts of cre-
ativity to “Holy Motors,” 
and each of the different sce-
narios Oscar finds himself in 
stands out, if not in concept 
then in execution. A mo-
ment in which he works in a 
motion capture studio is ac-
robatic and erotic, unabash-
edly strange, and one of the 
early scenarios where Oscar 
transforms into a repugnant 
sewer creature to kidnap a 
model (Eva Mendes) is a 
burst of slimy creativity. A 
mid-film musical number is 
also an absolute blast, a great 
shot to the heart to energize 
audiences for the rest of the 
film. The film’s final scene, 
which doesn’t feature a single 
human character, is a surreal 
little punch line.
“Holy Motors” certainly 
won’t be a film that every-
one enjoys, and even fewer 
will understand it. There 
are an endless number of 
ways to interpret many of 
the film’s flourishes. It’s hard 
not to see a parallel between 
the way Oscar experienc-
es the key moments in so 
many different lives and the 
very art of cinematic act-
ing, a profession in which 
reality becomes a lie agreed 
upon by all its participants. 
No matter how you read 
it, “Holy Motors” is never 
boring, driven by Lavant’s 
excellent performance and 
the lush, well-rounded di-
rection from Carax, making 
it one of the most unique — 
and downright excellent — 
films of the year.
“Holy Motors” opens this 
weekend at the South Lamar 
Alamo Drafthouse.
By Alex Williams
MOVIE REVIEW | ‘HOLY MOTORS’
Holy Motors
Director: Leos Carax
Genre: Sci-fi Drama
Runtime: 115 minutes
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Save WELL.
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ACROSS
 1, 4 & 9 Sports 
news of 1919
14 Part of E.N.T.
15 Stand for a 
sitting
16 Part of a waste 
reduction 
strategy
17, 18 & 19 
Toys “R” Us 
department
20 Figure in 
Raphael’s 
“The School of 
Athens”
22 Painter’s aid
24 Drawer at a 
doctor’s office?
26 Not moved from 
the original 
location
30 Lib ___ (U.K. 
party member)
31 Times or 
Century
33 Some French?
34, 37 & 39 Fredric 
March’s last film
41 ___ Gallimard, 
protagonist of 
“M. Butterfly”
42 Something to 
contemplate
44 Tributary of the 
High Rhine
45, 47 & 48 Like 
some student 
activities
49 Third of 
November?
50 Like bright red 
cardinals
52 Egyptian 
headdress 
feature
54 Children of ___ 
(descendants of 
Jacob)
56 Goldsmith, for 
one
60 Like “Wedding 
Crashers” or 
“Bridesmaids”
63 A current flows 
into it
64, 67 & 69 Role 
that garnered 
12 consecutive 
unsuccessful 
Emmy 
nominations, 
1985-96
70 Brother of 
Moses
71 Beauty pageant 
judging criterion
72 Iraq war danger, 
for short
73, 74 & 75 
“Invisible” part 
of a distribution 
list … or a hint 
to this puzzle’s 
theme
DOWN
 1 Urban 
cacophony
 2 ___ column 
(construction 
piece)
 3 Toward the back
 4 Organic 
compound 
with a double-
bonded oxygen
 5 Isl. south of 
Corsica
 6 “___ mio”
 7 Princess known 
as the Defender 
of the Elijans
 8 Declined, as 
stocks
 9 Composer 
Dominick whose 
name means 
“silver” in Italian
10 Almost reaches
11 Musical syllable 
before and after 
“da”
12 Enzyme suffix
13 “___ Miz”
21 Comparatively 
neat
23 Racket
25 Feds
27 Model
28 Aquarium fish
29 Program 
presenter
31 N.F.L. record-
holder for 
consecutive 
starts
32 Embarassing 
spelling 
mistake?
34 Fountain name
35 Spells
36 Sign with an 
arrow
38 Mangle
40 “Tales of the 
City” novelist
43 Make-up 
person?
46 Ute or Cree
51 What’s put 
before the 
carte?
53 New York’s ___ 
Island
55 “Backdraft” crime
56 Wing it
57 Bygone gas 
brand
58 “Take ___ 
breath”
59 Uncool
61 Spanish 
appetizer
62 Get an ___ 
effort
64 Get one’s point 
across?
65 Suffix with arbor 
or ether
66 ___ Lanka
68 “___ Beso”
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For Rundong Du, a first 
year mathematics graduate 
student, the two “happiest 
times of the week” are 12:30-2 
p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
when he joins 10 other gradu-
ate students in a small UTC 
classroom for Alison Mc-
Gregor’s English as a Second 
Language course. 
Du is one of the many for-
eign graduate students who 
come to UT with limited 
English skills and must take 
ESL classes from the univer-
sity’s international office. 
Michael T. Smith, director 
of ESL services at UT, said 
supporting international 
students at the University so 
they can be successful either 
as students or TAs is one of 
the main purposes of the 
ESL program.  
“There is no large research 
university that doesn’t have 
ESL programs of some kind 
for a variety of reasons,” 
Smith said.
ESL services support in-
ternational students, provide 
teaching experiences for stu-
dents who aspire to teach ESL 
students and provide ESL 
classes to non-degree seeking 
students and members of the 
local community. 
State law mandates that 
any TA who will have class-
room contact with Texas res-
idents must undergo English 
screening services. While 
technically, international 
graduate students without 
English fluency could choose 
to not take the classes, they 
would be out of a TA job, 
which is, for many, their 
only source of income. For 
all practical purposes, the 
courses are required.  
Upon entering UT, Du 
was required to take an oral 
English assessment and an 
online workshop, the former 
of which tested his ability 
to speak about his subject 
and introduce himself to his 
class. The online workshop 
focused on understanding 
the classroom culture in the 
United States. 
That classroom culture, 
Du said, is decidedly differ-
ent from the culture he ex-
perienced in China, where he 
grew up in the city of Hefei.  
“I feel more free here,” Du 
said. “I have less pressure.”  
For Youngmok Yun, a 
mechanical engineering 
graduate student and a fel-
low student in McGregor’s 
ESL class, the biggest dif-
ference between UT and his 
undergraduate institution is 
the size. 
“UT is really huge,” Yun said. 
That’s why Yun appreciates 
the small size of the ESL class. 
Before taking the class, he 
lacked a community to talk 
about the problems of be-
ing a TA. The class gave him 
and the other students (all of 
whom are international TAs) 
a place to share teaching 
strategies, even though the 
class focuses on learning the 
English language.   
“Before the class, when 
I taught alone, it was very 
difficult for me,” Yun said. 
“When I talked with the 
other TAs in the ESL class, 
they told me that one good 
strategy is to call students’ 
names and ask specific ques-
tions to specific students.” 
The ESL class is also one 
of the few places where the 
TAs receive honest feedback 
about their pronunciation, 
as many native speakers are 
shy about correcting a non-
native speaker’s grammar. 
“My students are some-
times kind of afraid of me,” 
Du said. “I was asking them 
to correct my pronuncia-
tion but their reaction is like 
I’m asking them to explain 
something during lecture. 
They are frightened and 
don’t understand that I’m 
just asking them to correct 
my pronunciation.”
Luckily, professors in the 
ESL program are not afraid 
to point out mistakes in us-
age, but hours in the class-
room alone cannot bring 
the international student’s 
English up to speed. Though 
the class is a place where, 
according to Du, “you’re 
never blamed, you never 
feel frightened,” it is also not 
the place where real English 
learning occurs. 
“We’ve had lots of success 
stories,” Smith said. “But 
We often wonder what 
makes us who we are: is it 
the genes our parents gave 
us, the way they raised us 
or, perhaps, something else 
entirely? The more scien-
tists look into the subject, 
the more it seems that the 
answer is all of the above. 
A recent study, which took 
data from nearly 70,000 
people of European, Arab, 
Asian and African-Amer-
ican descent, confirmed 
three genes and discovered 
four more that are associ-
ated with birth weight. 
These genes don’t exist in a 
vacuum, however, and the 
study also noted connec-
tions between two of these 
genes and type 2 diabetes, 
a separate two with height 
as an adult and with adult 
blood pressure. Of course, 
as with all genetic research, 
it should be noted that 
these are only associations 
— detection of a particu-
lar gene is not, except in a 
few very specific cases, a 
guarantee that a particular 
person will have a given 
trait. Still, the research will 
hopefully lead to a better 
understanding of how to 
address growth problems 
during pregnancies as well 
as the effects that our genes 
have on our lives.
Officially Certifiable
For the first time in near-
ly 20 years, psychologists 
are getting a new edition 
of their bible, the Diagnos-
tic and Statistical Manual 
of Mental Disorders. The 
American Psychiatric As-
sociation finalized the 
DSM-5 this week, along 
with its numerous chang-
es, the most controversial 
of which is the removal of 
Asperger’s syndrome as 
a distinct condition, and 
redefining it instead as an 
autism spectrum disorder. 
Many say the traits of As-
perger’s — which include 
weak social skills, but often 
very strong mental abili-
ties — don’t fit those of 
autism, and fear that this 
could result in students 
with the syndrome missing 
out on the special services 
many schools provide. 
Other significant changes 
include the dropping of the 
uncomfortable and dated 
term “gender identity dis-
order,” replacing it with 
gender dysphoria, and the 
10 L&A
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SCIENCE
SCENE
By Robert Starr
Watch out! 
Science Scene videos are on 
the Interwebs!
bit.ly/dt_sci6
CAMPUS
ESL classes offer relaxing learning environment
Yaguang Zhu | Daily Texan Staff
Mechanical engineering graduate student Youngmok Yun explains a problem on a chalkboard during his TA session at the ETC on Wednesday afternoon. Yun attends 
the ESL program for international TAs, which provides an environment for them to practice pronunciation and teaching strategies.
Birth weight genes 
broadly identified
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
SCIENCE continues on page 8
By Laura Wright
Don’t suffer from finals stress; do yoga!
While the 2 a.m. Wen-
dy’s run for french fries 
and a Frosty is a frequent 
and tempting stress-man-
agement method for many 
UT students during finals, 
there is a healthier way to 
cope with the strain the en-
suing weeks will inevitably 
bring: yoga. Art of Living 
UT, an organization based 
on the global Art of Living 
Foundation, offers stress 
management workshops 
and conducts service initia-
tives around the world. Its 
mission is to help individu-
als get rid of stress and find 
inner peace. Art of Living 
UT promotes these same 
teachings at UT through 
free yoga and meditation 
classes for all students 
throughout the semester. 
The UT organization will 
hold its final yoga session 
of the semester Monday, 
giving students the perfect 
study break before finals 
officially begin.  
According to the UT 
Counseling and Men-
tal Health Center’s Stress 
Management and Reduc-
tion website, the practice 
of yoga “enhances flex-
ibility, tones the muscles, 
releases tension and im-
proves mood.” If yoga is 
practiced regularly it can 
have an enormous impact 
on one’s stress levels. The 
website also states that 
students should not be dis-
couraged if they struggle 
with certain poses at first 
because their flexibility 
and strength will improve 
through continuous prac-
tice. People practicing yoga 
must listen to their body 
and not force themselves 
into any yoga position or 
pose that feels unnatural. 
This could lead to serious 
injury, which would inevi-
tably result in added stress 
and tension.  
Katelyn Wood, UT 
graduate student and yoga 
instructor at BFree Yoga 
Austin, described yoga as a 
union of breath, body, mind 
and spirit. 
“It is about getting in 
touch with your breath 
and body so you can clear 
your head because if you 
are really focusing on your 
breath and body, there is 
no room for you to freak 
out or stress,” Wood said. 
“Additionally, we all hold 
stress in our body and 
physical posture and cer-
tain stretches help release 
this stress.”
Sophomore Meghan En-
right said that yoga is a ma-
jor stress reliever for her, 
and that it helps her focus 
on her work. 
“It is a good, calming 
study break,” Enright said. 
“I practice twice a day be-
cause I have a very active 
and anxious mind and it 
helps to connect my mind, 
body and soul.”
Enright said that the 
main reason yoga helps her 
relieve stress is because it 
allows her to actually take 
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Yoga  
instructor Suresh 
Venkumananti 
teaches UT 
students and 
faculty members 
to relax through 
yoga in times of 
high stress like 
finals week. The 
free class is an 
initiative of the 
Art of Living UT 
and Monday 
will be the last 
opportunity to 
attend.
‘‘
It is about getting in touch with 
your breath and body so you 
can clear your head because if 
you are really focusing on your 
breath and body, there is no room 
for you to freak out or stress.
Katelyn Wood, yoga instructor
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